
We reported earlier on the fact that a Crusader tank, built just before the Second World War, had been 
offered to the Sandstone Heritage Trust. It had stood for years outside the MOTH Club House in 
Olifantsfontein. As a result of a cooperative agreement between the School of Armour in Bloemfontein, 
the Sandstone Heritage Trust and the people responsible for the tank to date, we have agreed to take it 
into preservation.

CRUSADER TANK SUCCESSFULLY RELOCATED

Sitting quietly outside the 
old MOTH Hall in 
Olifantsfontein was this 
Crusader tank. 

We have not been able to 
ascertain exactly how long 
it has been there but 50-
years is probably a 
reasonable guess. 

With the tank already securely attached to the Rieks 
Towing crane it only remains for Charles Viljoen to 
remove the gate. 

When we were offered the tank we asked if we 
could have the gate as well because it is very much 
part of its history.

OLD SOLDIERS CAN COME BACK TO FIGHT AGAIN

Here is the story ...



This is where the Rieks guys sort out the men from the boys by gently lifting 
the crane out through the trees onto open ground ready to be loaded.

The next phase of the operation is to lift the tank onto the low bed. Rieks make the job look easy with their 
magnificent equipment and skilled operators.

Arriving at its temporary destination at Hogsville.



She is lifted clear off the low bed, which then drives 
out from underneath the Crusader.

On the ground at its new home after approximately 
50-years

The magnificent heavy recovery vehicle is able to manoeuvre the tank under the roof without moving. Such is the 
power of hydraulics.  Safely under cover in its temporary home.

Rieks Towing are given the job of moving it. We had made an unsuccessful attempt to move it ourselves but we did 
not have the winching power to do what Rieks Towing were able to do with ease. These pictures show the tank 
being lifted by the heavy recovery vehicle off the low bed.

It will be staged at Hogsville until it is moved to our military refurbishment facility.



For those that have been to Hogsville it is well known for its preserved old service station which in the 1930’s served 
vehicles driving between Krugersdorp and Pretoria on what was nothing more than a farm road in those days. 

David Shepherd, a surprise visitor to the site on his first 
day in South Africa. He instantly recognised the 

Crusader for what it was.
The Rieks Towing team with Charles Viljoen (right). 

It is great to see professionals at work.

The Sandstone Heritage Trust is focused on preserving South Africa’s transportation, military 
and agricultural history and it is therefore satisfying that this old tank, whose detailed history 
we will probably never get to the bottom of, has been saved for future generations to enjoy.

STOD NN EAS
STOD NN EAS

Our appreciation
for the outstanding

service received
from Rieks Towing.

Photographs Courtesy of Van of Rieks Towing and Wilfred Mole 
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Information kindly supplied by Andy Selfe.
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